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the belief that they know India better than we do ourselves.
Having successfully kept us under subjection for over a century,
they claim the right to constitute themselves judges of, our
destiny. We may not grumble, if we are to come into our own
through the way of peace. Satyagraha is never vindictive. It
believes not in destruction but in conversion. Its failures are
due to the weaknesses of the Satyagrahi, not to any defect in
the law itself. The British authority having decided to quit,
iwhatever the reason), will show growing defects and weak-
nesses. Parties will find that it is more and more a broken reed,
And, when parties quarrel as Hindus and Muslims do, let one or
the other or both realize that, if India is to be an independent
nation, one or both must deliberately cease to look to British
authority for protection.
A. 4.- This brings me to the last question. We are not yet
in the midst of civil war. But we are nearing it. At present
w'e are playing at it. .War is a respectable term for goondaism
practised on a mass or national scale. If the British are wise,
they will keep clear of it. Appearances are to the contrary.
Even the English members in the provincial Assemblies refuse
to see that they were given seats by the Act of 1935, not because
it was right but in order that they might protect British interests
and keep Hindus and Muslims apart. But they do not see this.
It is a small matter. Nevertheless^ it is a straw showing the
way the wind is blowing. Lovers and makers of Swaraj must
not be dismayed by these omens. My advice is Satyagraha first
and Satyagraha last. There is no other or better road to freedom.
Whoever wants to drink the ozone of freedom must steel him-
self against seeking military or police aid. He or they inust
ever rely upon their own strong arms or what is infinitely^
better, their strong mind and will which are independent of
arms, their own or others'.
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